
 
Writing  Reading  Maths History Geography 

This term we are focusing on 
writing with a purpose to entertain 
and inform. 
 
Autumn 1- Writing  to entertain: 

● Setting descriptions 
● Character descriptions  
● Narrative  
● Poetry  

 
Autumn 2- Writing to inform: 

● Letter 
● Recount 
● Diary 

 
 
Our key text this term are: 

● Wolf Brother by Michelle 
Paver  

● Rain Player by David 
Wisniewski 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary We will 
discuss our 
VIPERS skills 
across a 
range of 
genres and 
through the 
curriculum.  

Inference 

Prediction 

Explain 

Retrieve 

Summarise 

 
We will develop reading accuracy 
and fluency across a range of age 
appropriate and challenging texts. 

 
Additional texts/ animations 
we will access in our 
curriculum lessons: 

● The dreadful menace- 
Literacy Shed  

● Middleworld (Jaguar 
Stones) by J&P Voelkel 

● The History Detective 
Investigates: Mayan 
Civilization by Clare 
Hibbert 

Y5 
● place value 
● addition and 

subtraction  
● multiplication 

and division 
  

Y6 
● place value 
● addition and 

subtraction  
● multiplication 

and division 
● fractions 

Prior knowledge 
● Changes in Britain from the 

Stone Age to the Iron Age- 
LKS2 

● The Roman Empire and its 
impact on Britain- LKS2 

● The achievements of the 
earliest civilizations- Ancient 
Egypt- LKS2 

 
Historical Study:  
Non European society that 
provides contrasts with British 
History: Mayan Civilisation C 
AD900 
 
Children will be learning about 
Mayan Civilisation as a contrast to 
what they have learned about in 
British history. They will study 
where the Mayans lived in 
Mesoamerica, the cities they built, 
and some of their ideas and 
beliefs. Children will consider how 
historians and explorers find and 
use evidence of ancient 
civilisations. 
 
RW Golden threads- ‘How have the 
choices of the past made our world 
possible?’ 
Children will be studying the link 
between Mayans and the idea of zero. 

Prior knowledge 
● Use different maps of the local area 

to locate places and map journeys. 
● Ordnance Survey  
● Observe and collate data to explore 

and explain features in our local 
area on a map. 

● Compare features of different areas 
we know. 

 
 

Children will: 
● Use lines of latitude and 

longitude to locate places.   
● Identify some countries and 

major cities of the world.  
● Explain how climate changes at 

different lines of latitude.  
● Explain how climate and natural 

resources influence human 
activity and economies. 

Science  

Upper Key Stage 2 
The Marvellous Mayans 

 
 
 
 

Key vocabulary PSHCE 

Light - recognise that light appears to travel in straight lines; use 
the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain that objects are 
seen because they give out or reflect light into the eye; explain that 
we see things because light travels from light sources to our eyes 
or from light sources to objects and then to our eyes; use the idea 
that light travels in straight lines to explain why shadows have the 
same shape as the objects that cast them. 

 

 
● Dynasty 
● Maize 
● Codex 
● Hieroglyphics 
● Stela 
● Bloodletting 
● Cacao 

Being my in my world 
● Looking to the year ahead 
● Creating a learning charter 
● Consequences and rewards 
● Being a citizen of my country 

and around the globe 
 
Celebrating difference 



RW Golden threads- ‘How have the choices of the past made our world 
possible?’ 
Study of Sir Howard Grubb and Simon Lake- Inventors of the Periscope. 

 

Animals and living things - describe how living things are classified 
into broad groups according to common observable characteristics 
and based on similarities and differences, including micro- 
organisms, plants and animals; give reasons for classifying plants 
and animals based on specific characteristics. 
 
RW Golden threads- ‘How have the choices of the past made our world 
possible?’ 
Children will look at the work of Carl Linneaus and his system for classifying 
living things which helps scientists today study different forms of life. 

 
 
 

Autumn term 
 
Key Questions: 

● Who were the Mayans and where did 
they live? 

● What evidence do we have that the 
Mayans were an advanced 
civilisation? 

● What can we learn from the ways 
they built their pyramids? 

● Why was the Sun an important 
feature in Mayan life? 

● What caused the Mayan civilisation 
to disappear?   

 

● Cenote 
● Mesoamerica 

 
Scientific Vocabulary  

● light source 
● opaque 
● transparent 
● translucent 
● reflection 
● surface  
● Classification  
● vertebrate 
●  invertebrate 
● Kingdoms: animal, plant, 

‘micro-organism’ 
● Classes: amphibian, reptile, 

bird, mammal 
● Scales, feathers  
● Flowering plant, non-

flowering plant 

● Looking at different cultures 
● Does money matter? 
● Treating others with respect, 

kindness and dignity 
 
RW Golden threads- ‘How can we celebrate 
our differences?’ 
We will be thinking about different cultures 
and how they compare. Thinking about 
friendship and kindness in schools and then 
in our communities. Also we will begin to 
look at what ‘budgeting’ means and how 
people use money in different ways. 

PE MFL (modern foreign language) 

Invasion games as main focus for Y6 ( Y5 will go swimming) 
● Hockey - ball skills,dribbling, small team games through to larger 

invasion games. 
● Netball/Handball - agility, fitness, throwing/catching, accuracy, 

teamwork and communication are the key words 
● Tag rugby to hit the combination of the skills from above. 

Spanish 
Developing accurate pronunciation and 
intonation when saying key words and 
phrases. 

Art Design Technology Computing Music RE 
Artist study: Freida Kahlo vs Georgia 
O’Keefe 
 
Focus on form and texture using mixed 
media in drawing. 
 
Children will be comparing and 
contrasting artwork of two separate 
artists and appraising it with their 
explanations. We will recreate artwork 
in the style of the different artists; use 
tonal line drawings in pencil to create 
different effects and continue that skill 
using different media (watercolour and 
pastel for example).  

Textiles and materials 
 
Focus on weaving and patterns 
 
Children will match and create 
patterns with a Mayan theme and 
explore different fabrics and how 
they match the Mayan theme (or 
don’t). We will look at contrasting 
colours and colour combinations 
which complement each other. 

E safety-  
● we are online safety ambassadors, we 

will not share inappropriate images. 
● Possible projects will focus on 

understanding their online identity and 
the digital footprint that we leave. 

● Research and create a travel leaflet for 
areas of Maya.  

 
Children will be exploring processing and 
presentation skills in different programs. We will 
be thinking about the term ‘Digital footprint’ and 
the impact that it could have on our everyday 
lives. Also, we will look at effective search 
techniques when exploring fact and opinions on 
different websites. 
 
 

 

Y5 - ‘Livin’ on a prayer’ and Classroom 
Jazz 1 
Children will listen and appraise classic 
rock tracks; explore rhythm and pitch; 
learn to sing, play and compose, all 
inspired by classic rock artists. 
 
Y6 - ‘Happy’ and Classroom Jazz 2 
Children will learn to improvise around 
two tunes: Three Note Bossa and Five 
Note Swing. 

CREATION/FALL 
 Creation and science: conflicting or 
complementary? 
Children learn about differing views on 
creation including atheist, agnostic and a 
range of views from Christians. Children are 
encouraged to think about their own ideas 
about creation and how this affects how 
they interact with the world. 
 
INCARNATION 
Was Jesus the Messiah? 
Children learn that the Old Testament in the 
Bible includes prophecies that give details of 
the saviour The People of God were looking 
forward to. Children consider the qualities of 
the ‘Messiah’ and whether they think this 
could be Jesus.  
 
RW Golden threads- ‘How does faith guide 
us?’  
Children will explore their own ideas and 
opinions related to big questions in life such 
as how humans should treat the planet and 



what qualities a saviour or leader should 
have. 

 


